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Carey C. Shuart Women’s Archive and 
Research Collection 

• Established in 1996 at UH MD Anderson 
Library 

• Two main objectives: Collection and research 
• Collects the papers of Houston and Texas 

Women and the records of Houston area 
Women’s organizations 

• Affiliated with UH Women’s Studies Program 
• Currently there are over 60 collections and 

growing 
 
 



Materials Collected 

• Shuart Women’s Archives is interdisciplinary 
and designed to be a community and scholarly 
resource  

• Papers of Individual Women-correspondence, 
scrapbooks, news clippings, and photographs 

• Organizational Records-founding documents, 
history, charters, by-laws, minutes, yearbooks, 
membership rosters, agendas, publications, 
programs, newsletters, and photographs.  

• Oral histories and Living Archives Series 
 



Beyond TARO 
• Digital Library 
• Archon 
• UH Special Collections Blog/FB 
• Friends of Women’s Studies and Women’s Gender and Sexuality Studies 

Dept.  
• Women’s Resource Center/University Commission on Women 
• Tours to interested constituencies and donors 
• Annual Table Talk 
• Publications-Houston History Magazine, other pubs. 
• Women’s Archives Exhibit (Fall-October 2013) 
• Living Archives Series-every 3 months 
• Brown Bag Series 
• Instructional Support 

 



 Digital Library 





Feminist Movement- 1970s 
 

• Roe v. Wade (1973) 
• Reproductive Rights 
• ERA 
• Gloria Steinem 
• Battle of the Sexes 
• Women in college and the workforce 

 



Nikki Van Hightower 

 



Nikki Van Hightower 

 
• Big mover/shaker Houston Feminist Movement 
• Women’s Advocate of Houston (Fred Hofheinz) 
• Organizational Committee for IWY for 1977 NCW in 

Houston 
• KTRH Radio host/personality 
• Executive Director of HAWC 
• Harris County Treasurer 

 
 
 





















Houston Area Now 

• Local chapter organized in March 1970  
• Primary goal is equality for women 
• Concerned with status/issues of Women 
• Activities: Awareness, media, financial 

services, litigation, and politics 
• Many member involved not only with Houston 

Now but other sub-affiliates. 
 
 



Accomplishments 

• Sex Discrimination in EEOC 
• Depiction of women in ads 
• Women included in Houston Plan 
• Abortion  
• Equal legal rights 
• Human relations ordinance 









 



Ephemera/Artifacts 







Houston Gorilla Girls 



Who were those masked women? 

• Formed in May 1987 
 

• Originally 4 Houston 
Women 
 

• From “Guerilla Girls” 
NYC  
 

• Gender Inequality 
 
 
 



What’s up with the suits? 



The Hits keep coming 



What was a “hit” like 



Today and what’s next??? 
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