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INTRODUCTION AND IMPORTANCE 

• Hip hop as area of growing 
scholarly interest 
 

• Rare and unique materials 
 

• University of Houston is a repository 
well-suited to collecting hip hop 



BACKGROUND FOR COLLECTION 

• 2010: Started the new Houston Hip Hop 
Collecting Area 
 



BACKGROUND FOR COLLECTION 

• The collections began focused 
around collecting the works 
associated with DJ Screw, an 
influential Houston-area DJ 
 

• DJ Screw’s family donated his 
vinyl collection as well as his 
personal mixed-format papers 



BACKGROUND FOR COLLECTION 

• Growth to five collections 
• Need to move from a collecting focus 

to a collection management focus 
• Hiring of Houston & Texas Archives 

Fellow to process collections of:  
– Personal papers 
– Business records 
– A living artificial collection  

 



PERSONAL PAPERS 
DJ Screw HAWK 



BUSINESS RECORDS 
Pen & Pixel Graphics, Inc. Samplified Digital Recording Studios 



ARTIFICIAL COLLECTION 
Houston Hip Hop Recording Artists 



PRE-PROCESSING ACTIVITIES 



CONFERENCE 
AWREADY!: THE HOUSTON HIP HOP CONFERENCE, MARCH 27 – 28, 2012 



EXHIBIT 
DJ SCREW AND THE RISE OF HOUSTON HIP HOP, MARCH – SEPTEMBER 2012 



DIGITAL LIBRARY COLLECTION 



PRE-PROCESSING 



PROCESSING CHALLENGES 



PROCESSING CHALLENGES 

• Relying heavily on oral sources 
 
• Name consistency; thesaurus 

 



PROCESSING CHALLENGES 

• Unusual formats  
 

– Memorabilia  
   and ephemera 
 
– Unusual A/V media 

 



PROCESSING CHALLENGES 

• High level of interest 
 

– Privacy  
 
– Security 

 



PROCESSING CHALLENGES 

• Born-digital materials 
 



PROCESSING CHALLENGES 

 
• Digital projects  

 
• Working with  
  cataloging 

 



CONCLUSION 



QUESTIONS? 

Alison Clemens 
Houston & Texas Archives Fellow 
University of Houston Libraries 
aiclemens@uh.edu 

Photo credits: 
 
DJ Screw – Ben DeSoto 
Big HAWK – Peter Beste 
Collection material – UH Digital Library 
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